Making Shavings
The newsletter for Garden of England Woodturners

October 2022

In this issue:









Chairman’s Chatter/Martin’s Mumblings
Forthcoming events
New TV series
Saturday meeting – Colwin Way

Tuesday meeting – Paul Yandell
The Gallery
Items for sale

Chairman’s Chatter/Martin’s Mumblings
From Iain:
An amazing day for the club and a great one for me to return and watch a professional demonstration. Colwin
Way is held in high regard by woodturners and he didn't disappoint on Saturday.
The club gantry and cameras under the constant attention of Gordon gave everyone a clear view of Colwin's tool
technique. It was good to hear the light hearted comments throughout the day, along with the confidence of the
members to ask technical questions.
As a club we worried if we could survive after Covid. Attendance at meetings was at first slow to build but
Saturday saw a return to near-normal attendance with 38 members attending. Well done to all who came along
for the day. Sadly I will be unable to attend again for some time as my oncology consultant requires me to have
some more treatment. The treatment reduces my immune system meaning further isolation to protect my health.
With the success of the vase of flowers competition there will be a Christmas competition running with the same
members voting system. The details of this will be with you at the start of November. All I can say is there is a very
definite Christmas theme to it.
I would also like to promote the Fun Night competition. This will require 4 teams of 3. One team are already
entered consisting of Martin, Bob and John with a volunteer for a second team in Des who asks two others to join
him. As with the Christmas competition details of what teams have to make will be with you in early November.
Please keep supporting the club with your attendance.
My best wishes to you all.
Iain
From Martin:
In terms of numbers, it’s been good to have more bums on seats at recent meetings, but there’s still room for a
more! I will leave some flyers out for you to take at all our meetings, or just ask if you need some.
Please spread the word about the club wherever you can, in workplaces or at other clubs/societies/places you
visit. If you’re not comfortable with the notion of selling/promoting the club, just change your perspective a little
– it’s not about trying to sell memberships or persuading people to join the club; woodturning is (presumably)
something that gives you a great deal of enjoyment, and you’re just suggesting to people that they might like to
find out a bit more about it in case they’d like it too.
Colwin Way’s demo was his usual mix of projects and techniques. Paul Yandell’s presentation and demo of deep
hollowing techniques and kit seemed to go down well, though I didn’t get a chance to have a go myself.
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At this point can I make my usual requests – we need content for the newsletter (contact me), or we may have to
go bi-monthly in the New Year. Secondly, if you would like to do a demo next year or have an idea for a meeting,
contact John Edgeworth. Thirdly, please share your work on the Gallery table at Saturday meetings or with
pictures in the Newsletter.
Our demonstrators for November are Gary Rance (Saturday 5th) and Brian Wilmshurst (on Tuesday 15th). For our
newer members and visitors, Gary is considered to be one of the top production turners in the country, but just
as important is a really good demonstrator, and it’s always a pleasure to have him back at GEW –whatever your
level of skill and experience you can’t help but learn something.
Finally, I’m pleased to announce that the 2023 programme of Saturday meetings is now complete. We will be
having 9 demos by visiting professional demonstrators and 3 Club Days. If you have any ideas/thoughts/requests
for the Club Days, please let me or any of the committee know. The programme will be included in the
Membership Renewal Pack, due out soon via email.
And as always, stay safe, stay positive, be kind, and keep turning!
Martin Gomme
(You can email me at: mcgomme@aol.com or newsletter@gardenofenglandwoodturners.org)
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Forthcoming events
The North of England Woodworking & Power Tool Show, Great Yorkshire Showground, 11th -13th November
2022
Otherwise known as ‘The Harrogate Show', this is the longest established, highest attended retail woodworking
event in the country. Full details at https://harrogatewoodworkingshow.co.uk/
Surrey Woodturners are hosting Turn Up! on 30th October - only £4 and possibly worthwhile if you can organise a
carload to share fuel costs.

Saturday dates and demonstrators for the rest of our 2022 meetings are as follows:
Saturday November 5th – Gary Rance
Saturday 3rd December – Les Thorne

New TV series
As I mentioned last month, for those of you who enjoy shouting at the TV, “Handmade: Britain's Best
Woodworker” is back on All 4.
The blurb says “Joining host Mel Giedroyc in the workshop this time around are woodworking expert Sophie Sellu
and design academic Tom Dyckhoff, who will judge the ten contestants’ creativity, craftsmanship and cuttingedge designs”.
Keyboard warriors on Facebook are saying there has been some very dubious/unsafe use of the lathe!
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Saturday club meeting – Colwin Way
Colwin has visited the club a number of times and always seems to pack in a load of projects and useful
information. His visit this month was no exception, and we got a Christmas tree (as per middle row, left), the
multi-part smoker and natural edge bowl. I sent Colwin a picture (top row, right) suggesting he was perhaps doing
a smoker impersonation – fortunately he was amused!
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Tuesday club meeting – Paul Yandell
From his competition entries and newsletter articles over the years we know that Paul likes to make “big stuff”;
this means that he has to turn unseasoned lumps of tree, as pre-seasoned blanks are not an option. He brought in
some of his pieces and gave us an interesting presentation on the range of tools he uses for his hollowing work,
including various deep-hollowing cutters and scrapers and the Simon Hope hollowing jig with video camera.

The Gallery
Please share whatever you’ve been working on, whether it’s an experiment, finished piece or work-in-progress;
apparently no one but me is turning anything at the moment(!), but here are a couple of my recent 12” platters:
“Autumn Gold II” is beech, carved, stained then dry-brushed with gold paint. The other is sycamore, sprayed black
with ebonising lacquer and stippled with iridescent paints.

5

Items for sale
Save yourself the hassle of using eBay or Facebook - Contact me with details of tools, timber or other
woodworking related items that you would like to move on and I can include them in the newsletter and/or
email the information out to members.

A friend is currently clearing a property in Faversham of items left by a former tenant. Some items were recently
taken by local Men’s Sheds to equip their workshops.
Attention has now turned to the garage /workshop which contains mainly metalworking tools, as well as all the
bags and jars of screws, bolts etc found in any workshop. There is also a Power Craft pillar drill, screwdrivers,
spanners, hammers and welding pliers.
Below are pictures of the bigger items; I will bring some of the smaller stuff to the meeting on Saturday 5th Nov.
All offers considered for any of these items.
In addition, for anyone wanting a real challenge there is a 1976 2-door Range Rover Discovery with only 25,000
miles on the clock, partially dismantled, available for parts or as a restoration project.
For more information or to arrange a viewing contact me on 07812 634356, email mcgomme@aol.com , or
contact the seller direct: Sue Holness 07905 170685, email spholness@aol.com
Clarke Strong Arm CSA4B 4tonne hydraulic press

Axminster Tools 200024
Electric hacksaw
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Sheet metal folder?

Ingersoll-Rand compressor

Power Craft 1148
Air speed saw (2 available)

Bench vice

7

Arc Welder

MIG Welder

Socket sets (2)

Power Craft circular saw
210mm
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Air hose reel and regulator

Rivetting kit

Creaser? Cutter?

Selection of metal ammunition
boxes, various sizes (there are
more)
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